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“Once a Chief, always a 
Chief” is an oft-repeated slogan 
in Massapequa, a community 
that beams with spirit and 
pride. Nowhere is that more 
evident than in the district’s 
nine public schools where 
more than 9,000 children, 
teenagers and adults proudly 
call themselves Chiefs and are 
frequently clad in blue and 
gold.

The Chiefs name pays tribute 
to the region’s Native American 
roots. According to local 
history sources, Tackapoosha, 
the sachem (chief) of the 
Massepeago Indian tribe, sold 
the area commonly called 
Massapeaque Meadows to a 
group of settlers in 1658. 

The community’s first modern 
school, now known as Fairfield 
Elementary, was built in the 
mid-1920s. Massapequa High 
School opened in 1955, and 
the Chiefs nickname was born. 
At its peak in the early 1970s, 
the district had approximately 
17,000 students enrolled in 
seven elementary schools, two 
junior high schools and two 
high schools. 

For a quarter-century, the 
community was home to both 
the Massapequa Chiefs and 
the Berner Bisons, creating 
spirited intra-town rivalries 
among sports teams. The 
high schools merged in 1987. 
Berner became a junior high 
and later a middle school, and 
Massapequa became strictly a 
Chiefs town.

Bob Schilling, the Assistant 
to the Superintendent for 
Human Resources and 
General Administration, has 
experienced life as both a Bison 
and a Chief. He graduated from 
Berner High School in 1985 and 
returned to work for the district 
in 1999. 

“It was a fun rivalry,” he 
recalled, noting that the two 
high schools were always in the 
same divisions for sports. “But 
there’s greater unity in having 
everyone as a Chief. When 
you’re all one, you’re certainly 
going to have more district 
pride.”  

Bryan Piotrowski, a 1999 
Massapequa High School 
graduate, returned to the 
district as an elementary 

teacher and now is the 
Executive Director for 
Technology and General 
Administration. He noted 
several traditions that are 
identified with the Chiefs, such 
as painting the wall of the 
bagel store next to the high 
school every few years and 
the Homecoming parade and 
football game.

“Homecoming is what really 
comes to mind as a staple of 
the community,” he said.

The Chief nickname 
may feature 
prominently on 
Massapequa sports 
jerseys, but it is 
hardly a nickname 
reserved just for high 
school athletes. It is 
an inclusive name 
that celebrates 
all students, 
kindergarten 
through 12th grade, 
and celebrates 
their many 
different talents 
in academics, the 
arts, athletics, 
community service 

and more. It is a name that 
celebrates Massapequa’s 
educators, the support staff, the 
families and the volunteers. 

“Being a Chief means we are 
fortunate to be a part of a great 
school district and community,” 
said Lockhart Elementary 
School fifth-grader John Neary. 
“I think being a Chief means 
getting involved in activities 
such as student government, 
sports, the arts and clubs.”
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What does it mean to be a Chief?
“It’s all about pride. You’re 

doing things for other 

people more than yourself. 

It’s about making others 

around you better and 

giving respect back to 

people. Everyone supports 

each other. We’re really 

blessed to live in a town like 

this.”
Garrett Gibbons, Senior 

 Massapequa High School

“I know Massapequa will provide my children with an education which allows them the opportunity to succeed. It is a district with a strong partnership between parents and dedicated teachers. This will help students develop a love for learning and a work ethic to allow them be successful in their futures.”Lisa Burke
Fourth Grade TeacherBirch Lane Elementary School

“I think about kindness. 

We’re all very kind, we 

support our school. It’s 

important to be kind 

because when you’re kind 

to others, it will make you 

happier. That’s the thing 

about being a Massapequa 

Chief, you have to be a 

bucket filler.”

Stephanie Guida, Fifth Grade

Fairfield Elementary School

“It means you are committed to serving your school district and community with love, passion and positivity. It means you value your team and inspire them to do their best. It means your success is only measured by the success of your team and their impact on student learning. It means you recognize every day as an opportunity to learn, improve and inspire. Most importantly, it means you are part of something much larger than yourself and have the opportunity to make a difference.”Bryan PiotrowskiExecutive Director for Technology and General Administration

“It’s about community. 

I live in the district, I 

went to school here, my 

husband and my parents 

went to school here and 

my kids go to school here. 

They are third generation 

in Massapequa. It’s a 

big sense of family and 

community.”
Maria Casale

Social Studies Teacher

Berner Middle School

“As Chiefs, we should always do our best and also help bring out the best in others. Chiefs should appreciate their parents and teachers and remain loyal to their friends. Chiefs listen, take responsibility and do not blame others when things go wrong. Being a Chief means accepting others for who they are and looking out for the less fortunate.”John Neary, Fifth GradeLockhart Elementary School

“To be a Chief 

means to be 

involved in the 

school in sports and 

clubs, and to respect 

your teachers.”

Jack Holden, Seventh Grade

Berner Middle School

“It’s a shared experience of similar upbringing and taking pride in where you come from. I’m definitely proud to work in the school that helped me become who I am. Now I have people who are working with me who were once my students.”Tracy MunsonGuidance CounselorMassapequa High School

“I was born a Chief 

because my dad graduated 

from Massapequa High School. 

My sister is in Massapequa 

High School now, and I go to all 

of the track meets to support 

her. My dad passed on the 

tradition of being a Chief.”

Keira Stealey, Fifth Grade

Birch Lane Elementary School

“Being a Chief is being your best when you’re needed most. A Chief is a steward of the community. A Chief does not tell you what to think, but more importantly, teaches you how to think. A Chief’s magic is that their empathy and concern can make the most troubled situation seem to be one that can be handled. A Chief is a constant source of support.”
Mike Draper

Health TeacherMassapequa High School

“Being from Massapequa 

is being part of a larger 

community. It means being 

open to learning about each 

other, our differences and our 

similarities, and connecting 

with each other.”

Sarah Benedict, Junior

Massapequa High School

“To me, being a Chief means 

hometown pride. It’s a feeling of 

community spirit, unconditional 

support and a bond held 

together by longtime traditions. 

It’s an honor to watch my 

students and my own children 

grow to become lifelong Chiefs.”

Monica Guardino

Fourth Grade Teacher

Birch Lane Elementary School

“As a Chief, you’re part of a big, diverse family. It’s not just being on a sports team. You could be in a play or Science Olympiad. Everybody’s a Chief in Massapequa.”Bridget Murphy, Ninth GradeMassapequa High School Ames Campus



“It’s about respect for the traditions of being a Chief. Anywhere I travel, I inevitably run into someone from Massapequa, and they’re asking questions about how things are now, how they’ve changed. People hold a place in their hearts for the Chiefs throughout their lives.”Barbara LowellExecutive Assistant to the PrincipalBerner Middle School

“My whole family lives  here, so we are very close. I have a lot of friends here, and my friends are my teammates in sports. Friendship is very important, because if someone  
needs a hand, you  
can help them.”Landon Humann, Fifth GradeEast Lake Elementary School

“It means showing kindness

 to the people we’ve grown

 up with and the people 

we’ve just met. There’s a loyalty 

within the community. We all 

come together if there’s a need in 

our community or in the country. 

We are respectful  

and understanding of  

each other.”

Ariana Fang, Senior

Massapequa High School

“It’s truly an extension of what my parents valued of hard work, responsibility and accountability. I try to represent myself with pride and class in everything 
that I do.”
Martin VoigtPhysical Education SupervisorMassapequa High School

What does it mean to be a Chief?

“For me, I am looking 

forward to doing all the 

cool stuff in high school. 

There are a whole bunch of 

activities you could do no 

matter what age you are. I 

play sports with kids from 

all over Massapequa.”

Braden Tucker, Fifth Grade

Unqua Elementary School

“It’s someone who is as well-rounded as possible, who challenges themselves, who gets involved, who volunteers. Those who give back to the community show they care about the community.”Anthony Papasodero, JuniorMassapequa High School

“You think about 

school pride, school spirit and 

wanting to be part of something 

that’s bigger than yourself. We 

want to continue that pride and 

give the children the same great 

experiences. Everybody knows 

Massapequa, and you’re 

proud to be a part of it.” 

Stephen Aspetti

Principal

Birch Lane 

Elementary School

“It’s all about giving 

back to your community, 

having pride in your 

community and being selfless. 

That selflessness will grant 

the community opportunities 

other communities won’t 

have.”
Michael LaBella

Health and Physical Education 

Teacher

Massapequa High School

“To me, being a Chief is knowing 

that I am part of a community 

that has unbelievable pride 

in the accomplishments of all 

students. A community that 

shows unconditional support for 

those in need. It still amazes me 

how my life has come full circle. I 

grew up as a Chief and now have 

the opportunity to help develop 

the Chiefs of the future.”

Kerry Regan

Physical Education Teacher

Berner Middle School

“Being a Chief is being 
friends with everyone, 

inviting them to join clubs 
and sports with you, and 
being involved. It creates 
more friendships when 

everyone comes together.”
Kristen Bilich
Eighth Grade

Berner Middle School

“To be a Chief, you have to 

have teamwork, you have to 

be caring and you have to be 

willing to help others. It could be 

something small like picking up 

someone’s pencil in the hallway. 

You definitely want to help other 

people because being a Chief is 

being a big family.”

Brayden Morris, Fifth Grade

McKenna Elementary School

“There’s something to be said 

about being able to dedicate 

the majority of your career 

to the place you called home 

growing up. I haven’t lived in 

Massapequa in almost 30 years, 

but I still consider it my home. I 

can navigate this town 10 times 

better than I can my own town.”

Bob Schilling

Assistant to the Superintendent 

for Human Resources and General 

Administration

“Pride, tradition and legacy. I am very proud to live and work in the same community that I was raised in during the 1970s and 1980s. I am thrilled that my own children have the opportunity to share the same experiences that I so loved living through in the Massapequa schools. I am also very blessed to be able to work in this amazing district that is in the town that I call home. That is what being a Chief is to me.”Denise BaldingerHealth Education Coordinating Chairperson
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What does it mean to be a Massapequa Chief? It 

means that we celebrate the diverse talents of all of 
our students and staff, who continue to show us what 
“Chief Pride” truly means. 

It is important to recognize the successes of our 
Chiefs, who continue to make us proud in academics, 
the arts, athletics and leadership. I want to extend 
my sincere congratulations to East Lake Elementary 
School Principal Thomas McKillop and high school 
Physical Education Supervisor Martin Voigt, who 
were recognized with Administrator of the Year awards 
by the Long Island-based Council of Administrators 
and Supervisors. They have combined to dedicate 60 
years of service to Massapequa and are outstanding 
role models for our students.

Renee Susman, our innovative library media 
specialist at East Lake Elementary School for the past 
23 years, was named School Librarian of the Year by 
Nassau BOCES. Tina Farrell, Curriculum Associate 
for ELA and Library Media, along with Fairfield 
Elementary School library media specialist Claire 
Mitchell, recently showcased our dynamic elementary 
library program for visitors from the Smithtown 
School District.

Massapequa High School students worked 
extremely hard to create a fantastic program for the 
15th annual World Language Festival. They prepared 
highly engaging cultural activities for our elementary 
and middle school students. The halls were filled with 
energetic youngsters who traveled from room to room 
to learn about our extensive language program. The 
international food court was tremendously popular.

Several of our high school students must be 
recognized for their achievements. The student 
newspaper, The Chief, earned four Quill Awards at 
Adelphi University’s Press Day. More than two dozen 
German language students were recognized for their 
performances on the 2019 National German Exam. 
Our art students continue to shine, with an honorable 
mention award for one of our young artists in the “Go 
APE” exhibition sponsored by the Art League of Long 
Island and a Silver Key award in the Scholastic Arts & 
Writing Awards contest for another.

Students at all levels continue to demonstrate 
their selflessness through charitable acts for the 
community. Berner Middle School’s sixth grade 
class held a successful winter accessories drive for the 
homeless. Several elementary schools participated 
in the Valentines for Veterans program by writing 
personalized cards. The Ames Campus Helping 
Hands Club had a successful book collection, and 
students also visited the Ronald McDonald House 
to bake for families. Our young citizens understand 
that one of the core Chief values is seeing the world 
beyond themselves.  

Although we are in the latter stages of the school 
year, there are still many great activities ahead, 
including spring concerts, field days, art exhibitions 
and awards ceremonies. 

The district continues to celebrate the 
achievements of all of its Chiefs through the use of 
print and digital media. We invite residents to learn 
more about the great programs we offer through 
regular updates on the district website, www.msd.k12.
ny.us, Massapequa Public Schools Facebook page and 
@massapequaps Twitter and Instagram accounts.

Lucille F. Iconis
Superintendent

Massapequa celebrated Music in Our Schools 
Month in March with several activities that 
showcased the talents of both students and staff. 

More than 300 people attended the annual 
Faculty Recital in the Massapequa High School 
auditorium. This year’s theme was “From Bach 
to Rock.” The 14 performances included piano 
solos, a percussion ensemble, a bagpipe and 
drum duet, a string quartet, a jazz band, a vocal 
group and more. Standing in the spotlight were 
two dozen music teachers along with other 
district administrators and staff who wished to 
showcase their abilities. Donations benefited 
the scholarship fund for graduating Massapequa 
High School seniors.

“With plenty of help from the art depart-
ment, the program featured multitalented 
instrumentalists, vocalists, a bagpiper and much, 
much more,” said Kelly Ann Gelfer, Director of 
Fine and Performing Arts. “The audience was 
delighted as they watched their favorite music 
teachers practice what they preach. In addition 
to the fabulous performances of the evening, the 
concert raised a record amount for Massapequa 
student scholarships.” 

East Lake Elementary School music teachers 
Gina Aspetti and Jessica Wyman created a 
bulletin board that highlighted the musical 
talents of the East Lake teachers and staff 
members from when they were growing up. 

Massapequa High School presented its annual 
musical production, “Legally Blonde,” directed 
by Katie Tauches. Those familiar with the 
2001 theatrical comedy were introduced to the 
musical version and its songs, such as “Bend and 
Snap,” “Oh My God, You Guys,” and “So Much 
Better.” 

Lockhart Elementary School held its annual 
spring musical production, “Annie Kids.” The 
cast featured 70 fourth and fifth grade actors 
who told the tale of an orphan girl named 
Annie and her adventures. The show, set in 
the 1930s, featured well-known songs, such as 
“Easy Street,” “Hard Knock Life,” “NYC” and 
“Tomorrow.” It was directed by music teachers 
Brittany Bissonnette and Jessica Wyman.

East Lake and Berner Middle School took 
part in the Practice-A-Thon fundraiser. Students 
recorded their music practice time and asked 
friends and family to sponsor them for each 
minute they practiced during the month. All 
donations were given to Long Island Care’s 
Harry Chapin Food Bank.

At the end of March, it was announced 
that Massapequa once again received the Best 
Communities for Music Education recognition. 
This was the 11th consecutive year that the 
district received this prestigious distinction from 
the National Association of Music Merchants 
Foundation.

Music Program Showcased 
Throughout March


